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PRINCIPAL’S POST

Christ-Centered Education:

Does it Matter?
by Brian Verwolf,
Head of School
Here’s a bold statement coming
from a guy who loves Christian
Education: God has no need for
faith-based schools.
Let me explain, God has no
need for faith-based schools
unless they are intentionally
different from the mass of
other schools. State-ordained
curriculum, state-certified teachers
and administrators, athletic
programs whose importance tops
academics—all this with some
Bible instruction sprinkled on
top? That’s not different enough.
God expects faith-based schools
to stand apart. God expects
distinctiveness, and He calls us to
discipleship.
We celebrate our creativity, our
curiosity, our sense of wonder,

and our ability to learn more about
ourselves and our God through
social studies, art, math, science,
history, and language. Our
students are taught that they bear
the image of God, that they are the
future of our community, that they
are collaborators in the Kingdom.
So the question Deer Creek and
all Christian schools must wrestle
with is not either/or, but both/and:
How can we be both Academically
Excellent and Christ-exalting?
We know that every Christian
school thinks Christian education
is important, but I believe Deer
Creek is more intentional than
most. And we’ve dedicated this
issue of our newsletter to sharing
some solid examples of what we
call “the Deer Creek difference.”
Keep reading to see how Deer
Creek makes Christian education
the right investment for our kids in
the south suburbs of Chicago.

THE DEER CREEK DIFFERENCE: THOUGHTS FROM A TEACHER

A Stable Voice in a Noisy World
by Randi Chambers, Middle-School Science and Math

Mrs. Chambers sees Deer
Creek as a setting that
encourages teachers,
students, and families to
engage in a mission greater
than themselves. Her goal
as a teacher is to cultivate
confidence, discipline,
and thoughtfulness in
her students, so they will
be equipped to make a
difference in the world.

All of us have a
way in which we
see the world,
its inhabitants,
and ourselves.
Life experiences,
culture, growing
knowledge, and
society shape
our worldview.
In turn, our
worldview also
shapes our perspective of these
elements.
With the ever-changing climate of
public opinion that our children are
subjected to on a 24-hour, minuteby-minute, second-by-second
basis, there is a need for a stable,
unwavering voice. This is where
Christian education plays a vital role.
When implemented well, it has the
power to transform the hearts and
minds of our young people to see
themselves, others, and the world

through the lens of God’s truth.
Christian education is more
than simply “Christian” teachers
in a “Christian” school, teaching
from textbooks with “Christian
language.” Christian education is
about challenging and empowering
students to understand how God
is alive and active in them, through
them, and around them in all subject
matter because He is the Creator of
the Universe. It enables them to see
how God has revealed Himself to
us in His creation. It applies Biblical
knowledge and wisdom to know that
there is a way that might seem right
to society, but that God’s ways are
higher. It teaches and models God’s
grace, mercy, truth, and love.
With this kind of exposure,
Christian education will impact
students’ thoughts, words, and
actions within every interaction,
every decision, and every situation.
Christian ed matters!

THE DEER CREEK DIFFERENCE: THOUGHTS FROM AN ALUMNUS

Academically Prepared
by Steven Harrison, 2010 Graduate

“Deer Creek thoroughly
prepared me for the
academic rigor of high
school.”

I was the third member of my
family to graduate from Deer Creek
Christian School, attending from
1999–2010. After graduation, I
attended Waubonsie Valley High
School from 2010–2014. Currently,
I am in my junior year at Moody
Bible Institute, majoring in Biblical
Exposition and minoring in Theology.
I can say with certainty: the
education I received at Deer Creek
thoroughly prepared me for the

academic rigor of high school. I
was never unprepared for any math,
science, or English class I took.
Furthermore, Deer Creek dug a
wellspring of Biblical knowledge in
my mind. I came to appreciate this
during my freshman year at Moody
when taking Old and New Testament
Survey. I had the basic facility to
navigate through the Biblical text as
a college student largely because

continued on back page

THE DEER CREEK DIFFERENCE: THOUGHTS FROM A PARENT...

Worth the Sacrifice
by Scott Carlson, Deer Creek parent
When my wife and I made the
decision to have children, we
followed one of our favorite Bible
verses: Proverbs 22:6— “Train
up a child in the way he should
go: and when he is old, he will
not depart from it.” We both
had been raised in the public
school system, so the decision to
invest in a private education was
challenging. As our daughters
got closer to school age, we sent
many prayers and conversations
in God’s direction!
But we knew that children
are bombarded with worldly
influences, blurring the lines
between acceptable and
unacceptable behaviors. They
spend approximately seven hours
of each day in a school setting.
So we wanted to make sure that

for seven hours a day,
our children would
be surrounded with
Christian influence!
Throughout
the years, Deer
Creek leadership
and educators
have consistently
influenced
our daughters
academically and
The Carlson family: Taylor, Norma, Scott, and
spiritually. Without
that synergy of family, Jaycey, experiencing the Deer Creek difference
church, and school,
though our daughters have
they would not be the young
differing personalities, both
women they are today nor the
have excelled in their education
future leaders we pray for.
and extra-curricular activities.
We remained faithful to the
They serve others, and we see
Lord, and He provided. Whatever
them continuing their journey of
sacrifice we thought we were
drawing closer to the Lord.
making, it was worth it. Even

...AND FROM A STUDENT

Growing up Knowing the Lord
by Taylor Carlson,
Deer Creek 8th-grader
I believe Christian education is
very important in a child’s life and
has made me who I am today.
My teachers are committed
Christians who care about me. If I
need help in anything, they will sit
and talk me through the problem.
They incorporate God into each
lesson, and this has taught me
that Jesus is in everything I do.
Deer Creek is small, and that
gives me more one-on-one time
with teachers, so that I can learn

at a faster pace.
2 Timothy 3:14–15 says,
“But as for you, continue
in what you have learned
and have firmly believed,
knowing from whom
you learned it and how
from childhood you have
been acquainted with the
sacred writings, which are
able to make you wise for
salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus.” I believe if
children grow up knowing
the Lord and His ways, we will not
forget. There will be hardships,
but at Deer Creek a Christian

education can train us how to face
life with Jesus by our side. No
matter what we face, we need to
trust in Jesus.
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Academically Prepared,
of 11 years of Bible classes as a
child.
Even more important, because
of my time at Deer Creek, the
Scriptures are tucked away in the
recesses of my heart. There are
moments when I recall words said
by a teacher—from over 10 years
ago—and they stir my affections
for Christ and encourage me to
walk faithfully with Him.
The faculty at Deer Creek
understand the point of Jesus’
Parable of the Soils given to the
disciples: be a soil cultivator. Deer
Creek teachers do not simply
communicate the Scriptures; they
cultivate young hearts to receive
the Scriptures. I am deeply
grateful for their tender care and
the nurturing environment.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

In addition
to my studies
at Moody,
I serve as
Children’s
Minister of
The Word
Worship
Center. After
graduating
from Moody
(next year,
Lord willing),
I intend to
continue Biblical and theological
studies at the graduate level. My
end goal is to pastor in the local
church.
Thank you, Deer Creek. May the
Lord continue to shine His face
upon the Lions!

Deer Creek graduates, we’d
love to hear from you about the
“Deer Creek difference” in your
life! Please email us and share
where you are and what you’re
doing: info@dccsonline.org.

CHRIST-CENTERED EDUCATION—

Does it Matter?

We say Yes!

Christ-centered education does matter! We are grateful to all of you who came alongside Deer Creek in
2016 with a real and impactful financial gift. Thank you for supporting this mission we share!
Did you know that the cost of education at Deer Creek is actually around $6,600.00? Yet, because of
you, we are able to reduce the cost of tuition by nearly $700.00 per student. That’s an incredible gift!
As we look to close out our fiscal year in June, would you consider a tax-deductible donation to Deer
Creek? If so, please use the enclosed envelope or go online to www.deercreek.org/giving.

Individual and Family Donors
Ronald and Sharon Allen
Scott Bayless
Erinn Behn
Martin and Yvonne Behn
Chip and Geri Bevan
Gord Blom
Stan and Anita Blom
Steve and Sally Blom
Carl and Annette Boender
Gene and Laurie Borkowski
Thomas and Vonda Brasser
Mark and Paula Browning

Scott and Norma Carlson
Nanci Cienkus
Sabrina Curry
David and Deb De Jong
Thomas and Robin Deur
Patricia Deur-Vis
Michael and Deb De Vries
William and Elizabeth DeRidder
Patricia Doorn
Steve and Dee Dykstra
Earl and Pat Ferguson
Robert Friesema
Talia Gibson
Tammy Guenter

Stephen Giffords
Chuck and Michelle Guiliani
Harry and Catherine Hall
Adelene Haverhals
Delores Helsel
Kenneth and Marla Hoekwater
Christopher and Jenetria Howard
Howard and Carlene Jabaay
Allen and Patricia Jongsma
Melanie Jongsma
Terry and Cheryl Kapteyn
Harvey and Karen Kruithof
Dave Larsen
Michael and Debra Liccar

Gwen Lileikis
Charles and Mary Lotton
Daniel Lotton
David Lotton
Craig and Rhoda Mattson
Christopher and NaDonya McKinney
Donte and Lauren Meeks
Randy and Wendy Moes
Bob and Kim Mosel
Margaret Murday and Jim Stolte
Gregg and Becky Newhuis
Jean Nudi
Debi Oberheim
Michael and Kendra Oprondek
Ricky Pina
Jerald and Mary Post
Gene and Harriet Potoka

Church Donors

Emmanuel Christian Reformed Church
Living Creek Church

Keith and Nicole Rauwolf
Tammy Rivera
Tim and Tuesday Rooney
Doug and Deb Santefort
James Schultz
David and Amy Smith
Michele Smith
Nathaniel and Victoria Smith
Roger and Mary Stokes
Ronald and Delores Tanis
Don and Diane Togtman
Richard and Janet Urbon
Paul and Sherry Vander Aa
Wesley and Denise Vander Lugt
Ed and Doris Van Drunen
Dave and Leanne Van Holland
Phyllis Van Prooyen: In Memory of
Gert Blom

Del and Sue Van Regenmorter
Tim and Jill Van Soelen
Frank and Gladys Van Til
Gerrit and Judy Veenstra
Brian and Rachel Verwolf
Doug and Kathie Verwolf
John and Adeline Verwolf
John and Robin Von Thaden
John and Angela Wagenveld
Jim and Sandy Walters
Vicki Williams
Elizabeth Wilson
Tom and Lorri Witvoet
Rebecca Wolverton
Jon and Julie Wroughton

on ly a way
t
no
is
re
he
es
m
na
ur
yo
ng
ti
Fr iends, lis
also a w onderful
’s
it
,
ks
an
th
r
ou
s
es
pr
ex
ly
ic
to publ
Corporate Donors encouragement to the entire Deer C reek family.
Thank you!
COTG
Edward Jones, Robert Krygsheld
Industrial Solutions-Midwest
Hansbrough Financial

Mitchell Corporation
Penn Mutual
Smokey Joe’s, Vincent Schrementi
Stony Tire, Mark Krygsheld

